
SPARC: 
Short Placement 
Award for Research 
Collaboration
Collaboration and exchange are at the heart of the 
National Institute for Health Research’s commitment 
to building capacity. The NIHR is home to a network 
composed of world–class facilities offering training, 
mentorship and career development opportunities 
to our trainees based in the NIHR Infrastructure.
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“ I have greatly benefited 
from the placement and the 
collaborations I have made will 
be fruitful during my current 
fellowship and beyond”

“ This placement has had a major 
impact on me by broadening 
my knowledge of linguistics 
and adding to my skills as a 
qualitative researcher”

John Ford Angelos Bakogiannis

Home: East of England CLAHRC

Host: School for Primary Care

What I did:

–  Developed a research question and protocol to 
identify groups of older service users.

–  Learnt a technique called latent class analysis and 
used it to analyse a large dataset to answer my 
research question.

Home: CLAHRC North West Coast – University of 
Central Lancashire

Host: CLAHRC North West Coast – University of 
Lancaster

What I did:

–  Attended a course on multimodal discourse analysis, 
the main methodological approach of my PhD 
research project.

– Worked with expert mentors locally.

“ I felt like I was part of 
the research team, which 
provided a great learning 
experience, benefited my 
PhD and improved my CV”

Thomas Cowling

Home: Imperial College London

Host: School for Primary Care 

What I did:

– Learnt new qualitative techniques for policy analysis.

–  Used these techniques to analyse government and 
parliamentary documents about improving access to 
GP services in England.

“ The placement has helped 
to enhance my CV as well 
as providing an excellent 
research collaboration”

Jennifer Cooper

Home: CLAHRC West Midlands – University of Warwick 

Host: CLAHRC West Midlands – University of Birmingham

What I did:

–  Developed a risk prediction model for use in colorectal 
cancer screening referral decisions with the aim of 
improving test accuracy.

–  Carried out a methodological study identifying 
acceptable dates for bowel cancer screening electronic 
notifications.



About SPARC
The SPARC scheme supports early stage researchers 
within the NIHR Infrastructure to spend time in other 
parts of the NIHR to train in a specific technique, learn 
a new skill or to collaborate with other researchers. 

SPARC is a fantastic opportunity for Infrastructure 
Trainees. It gives you the opportunity to: 

- network with colleagues across the NIHR

- train in specific techniques or skills

- build your CV 

- experience working in another environment

- connect with other leading experts and organisations

- form lifelong working relationships

Who can apply?
The scheme is open to all NIHR trainees supported 
by an infrastructure award. The applicant must be 
based within a part of the NIHR Infrastructure with a 
remit to build research capacity: Biomedical Research 
Centres (BRCs), Collaborations for Leadership in 
Applied Health Research and Care (CLAHRCs), 
Patient Safety Translational Research Centres 
(PSTRCs) or the NIHR School for Primary Care Research, 
or within the NIHR School for Social Care Research or 
the NIHR School for Public Health Research.

Previous awards

What is funded?
You can apply for an award of up to £5,000 through 
a competition managed by the NIHR. Funds can be 
used to cover the expenses of working from another 
institution and may include travel, accommodation 
and other subsistence costs. Your salary or stipend 
will continue to be supported by your home 
institution. The award does not cover any 
research costs at the host institution.

Where could you go?
In order to make the most of being part of the vast 
and varied NIHR, award holders can now apply to 
undertake their placement at any NIHR organisation 
or partner. You must seek agreement with the host 
for your placement in advance of applying.

How do you apply?
For more information on the competition launch 
and close dates and to apply, please go to: 

www.nihr.ac.uk/SPARC

Any questions?
Contact TCC@nihr.ac.uk and put SPARC in 
the subject line. If you would like to speak 
to someone please call: (0113) 346 6260.

“ This award provided me 
with the perfect opportunity 
to extend and refresh my 
transferable skills”

Amy Louise Grove

Home: CLAHRC West Midlands

Host: CLAHRC Yorkshire Humber

What I did: 
–  Examined the implementation of an economic model 

in to Local Authority decision-making.

–  Explored the circumstances that produce differences 
in orthopaedic outcomes.

–  Contributed to the re-design of hepatitis C services 
across Sheffield.

“ The data I have generated 
during my placement will 
form the centre-piece of 
my thesis”

Louit Thakuria

Home: Royal Brompton Respiratory BRU

Host: Southampton Respiratory BRU

What I did:

–  Gained unique experience in novel mass spectrometry 
techniques including how to process and interpret 
them.

–  Used labelling techniques in lung transplant recipients 
to assess changes in lung biology in lung injury.
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